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conduct of governments, are the 
fruitful sources of internal discontents 
and dissentions. The want pf correct 
sources of information, the influence 
of malignant passions and principles, 
mid limited views of the nature of 
government, have a tendency to fo- 
ment domestic differences, and ren- 
der them productive of the most dis- 
agreeable consequences. I would 
pot, however, be understood as in- 
timating that these are the only 
causes of internal discord ; there are 
a number of others, which the pene- 
trating eye of the practical politician 
mid moralist will readily discover. 
Those which we have mentioned 
may with propriety be considered as 
the principal* and they evidently 
have their foundation in ignorance, 
seif-interest, or wilful misrepresen- 
tation. How then shall this be re- 
medied ? Will that happy period 
ever arrive, when the individuals of 
our commonwealth shall have at- 
tained tp that degree of knowledge 
which, will render them competent 
jydges of those circumstances which 
may affect their own welfare ? I an- 
swer in the affirmative, and draw 
jny conclusion from the experience 
of nations, as it is recorded in the 
faithful pages pf history. 

Athens, as a com/nun iveahh, was 
for a lpng time flourishing, free and 
happy. Her most celebrated law- 
givers and generals were taken from 
fhe plqugh, and educated by a ge- 
nerous and enlightened public. 
Every individual was an orator, and 
instilled the genuine principles of 
freedom into hi? brethren. Stern 
and uniractable, when, in defence of 
their own rights, they were at the 
same-lime generous, free, and affa- 
ble towards their neighbours. The 
members of this free arid happy con- 
stitution weie, as occassion or neces- 
sity required, legislators, and war- 
riors, orators, or philosophers. Learn- 
ing was cultivated with so mueji 



success, that they were looked up 
to as models for imitation by ancient 
nations. In painting, sculpture, and 
eloquence, even the moderns have 
not equalled them. 

When such were the effects of a 
genera) dissemination of knowledge 
among the inferior orders of the peo- 
ple in the small territory of. Athens, 
with what pleasing consequences 
would (t not be attended among 
more extensive and populous na- 
tions I 

The drooping spirit of humanity 
would be cheered by such a pros- 
pect. The nations of the world 
would no longer be desolated by the 
scourge of war. Peace and unani- 
mity would reign at home. Com- 
merce, the arts, and manufactures, 
would flourish ; and sufficient in- 
ducements would be offered to the 
husbandman, tor exhausting his 
strength in the cultivation of the 
ground, 

OcTAVMIS, 

P.S. These reflections were sug- 
gested by the prospect of a News- 
rpotn being established in Baity- 
money, the plan of which is intend* 
ed to include the several more valu- 
able periodical publications ot the 
jlay, among which it is intended 
your excellent Magazine shall have 
a place. If the abqve reflections, 
meet your approbation, you will 
oblige a constant reader by their in* 
sertion. 



For the Belfast Monthly Mfagazinc. 



"TTJE chief use of writing books 
■*- beingto disseminate knowledge, 
or facilitate its acquirement, it- is 
necessary, in order to give them lull 
effect, that the language should be 
plain and perspicuous ; and especial- 
ly in works which are intended for 
general perusal, it should be as much 
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a* possible adapted to the capacities 
of all readers It this be trae, it 
follows, that the contrary qualities 
in writing are improper, and ought 
to be avoided 

It is customary for writers of al- 
most every description, but which it 
is not necessary to particularize, to 
interlard their productions with clas- 
sical quotations ; and to such aftect- 
ed lengths is this practice carried, 
that it is not unuiual for some who 
can write only English, to apply to 
a classical friend for a supply of 
Latin for mottos, &c Scraps of 
Latin, Greek, French, or Italian, 
may be acceptable to those who un- 
derstand them, hut are vexatious 
stumbling-blocks to the mere Eng- 
lish scholar. They are worse than 
thrown away on him : for, on en- 
deavouring to account for the motive 
that produced them, it will be na- 
tural for him to suppose them insert- 
ed to show the writer's learning, if 
he should not happen to know, that 
many who follow the practice, re- 
quire no such aids for that purpose. 
Bat whatever be may think of their 
learning, it is impossible he can forjn 
a favourable opinion of the judgment 
er understanding of those who thus 
address him in an unknown tongue. 

If learned men find, at times, that 
they can express the.r ideas with 
more facility in the words of a fo- 
reign or dead language, than in Eng- 
lish, or if they find them already 
expressed by authors in those lan- 
guages, in an elegant or forcible 
manner, there can be no reasonable 
objection to their availing themselves 
of this advantage, provided they 
give an English translation for the 
use of those who cannot translate for 
themselves. This class, though ma- 
ny of them are in humble life, ought 
surely to be respected, were it only 
on account ot their numbers, and 
not be tantalized with words and 
sentences which they cannot un- 



derstand, and have no means of ex* 
plaining, not one in a thousand of 
whom, perhaps, have even a Lexi- 
con to which he can refer. 

Doctor Johnson set a laudable ex- 
ample, in accompanying the motto* 
in his Rambler with a translation, 
and his authority, in this case, it is 
presumed, no scholar w>ll dispute. 
Should the precedent set by htm, 
and now recommended, be adopted, 
it would be a great accommodation 
to those who have not the advantage 
ol a classical education, and would, 
certainly be no derogation of him 
who has this advantage. On the 
contrary, the writer would enjoy the 
gratifying reflection, that he had 
communicated that which gave him* 
self pleasure, to those who had no 
other means of obtaining it; and, 
on their part, instead of envying his 
superiority, they will be gratetul for 
his condescension^ 

K At Prtpritttntf (he Btlfitt MlgMm* 

VJR. EDGEWORTH, in bis Let- 
■ ter to the (Lord Primate, on the 
subject of National Education, re. 
commends, that " in the prepara- 
tory schools for teaching reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, advantage 
should be taken of all the improve? 
ments suggested by Dr. Bell, Mr. 
Lancaster, and others, but that bo 
particular mode of teaching 'should 
be enjoined, as the best will soon 
make its way by its own superior- 

With great deference to Mr. 
Edgeworth, I am of opinion, that, 
on the outset, one particular mode of 
teaching should be adopted ; and if 
it should afterwards appear to the 
inspectors or commissioners, that the 
plan was capable of improvement, 
and that by introducing any method 
peculiar to another system, the origj- 



